
Embracing Our Differences

Taking an
Untraditional Journey to the Community College

Presidency



From such 
humble 

beginnings are 
future 

presidents 
made…







What Is Your 
Story?

• Why Do You Do This 
Job?

• How Will You Make It 
Meaningful and 
Unique?

• What Is The Story 
You Are Telling?

• What’s The One 
Thing You Have The 
Power To Change?



Female Presidents- Nationwide- 2024 
stats

LEAD 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGES

47%

LEAD 4-YEAR 
INSTITUTIONS

33%

LEAD 
UNIVERSITIES

24%

ARE FIRST TIME 
PRESIDENTS

78%

ARE 
MINORITIES

5%



Female Presidents Rising In California

1971

12%

1990

17%

2006

28%

2017

42%

2024

38%









Listen to Your Students

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eEsOVF7_Ohg&feature=youtu.be






Our Values in 
Action

Kudos Cards

•Equity
•Excellence
•Integrity
•Inclusiveness
•Collegiality













Keys to Finding A 
Position You Love

• Don’t Chase the 
Money or Title

• Be Strategic (and 
Patient!)

• Prioritize Your Why 
Over Your Ambition

• Pay Attention to Your 
Frustration

• Invest In and Make 
Each Job Your Own

• Don’t Give Your Heart 
Away



And just when 
you think your 
dancing days are 
over…





Discussion


